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Hat now! Say'd an boneſt Fellow 
reading tbe laſt Review, what's the 
Mitter now? The Review is 
tack'd about here; he's for the French, and 
tells us, we ſhall not beſiege their Towns; 
and tn:y will make 4 ſtand again, and the 
like, I don't like him, be talks for the Enemy. 
'Tis ery true, Geatlemen, I am of Opi- 
nion, nothing can pleaſe the King of France 
better at this time, than to ſee the Confede- 
rates ft down before. ſome ſtrong Town in 
Flanders, the bigger the beiter, aud glad he 
ona be to looſe two ur three of th: beft 
Towns there to have the Summer Wear ot, 
and the Wiater Receſs of Aclion give him 
i Harboor to refit in. 
Ard ineordep to this, "tis certain, he will 
dre all b. üble Force together ro make 4 
and ſome where, and being poſted 


with Advantage, cover the Coun m 
the Invaſions - the Confederates. e 


But having thus ſuppoſed, what the Frenth 


may do, let us now come to a ConjeQure, 
what the Duke of Meriborough may do alſo, 


and I muft confeſs, if I may be capable of 
preſumptive Gueſſes, and draw prop 
this Diſtance to me; it ſeems v pa, 
that if one Method was taken, the French 
muſt abandon all the Low Countries, to form 
an Army to defend his own. 

1 ſhall explain my ſelf thus, I obſerv'd, 
that Monner Overkirt in his Letter to the 
States General propoſes, ſtreugthning the 
Army by Detachments from their Frontier 
Towns, which are now ons of Danger, to et- 
able the Generals ta proſecute their victo- 
ry, the French being drawing, down ficong 
Detachments, Ce, to ſtrengthen themſelves. 
L 
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If theſe Orders are executed, as we are 
fince told they are preparing ro do, the 
Confederates may be capable to divide their 
Forces. Monſieur Overkirk with 45000 Men 
will be more than ſufficient to face the beſt 
Troops, the French can bring together, 
their Want of Horſe eſpecially conhider'd, 
leaving ſuch a Force then on the Frontiers ; 
his Grace the Duke of Meriborougbh with 
250c of the Flower of the Troops, Engliſh, 
Scots, and Dunes, has a free Paſſage thro 
lower Flanders, leaving res, and St. Omer 
on the left, Dunkirk and Graveling on the 
right, clear into Picardy. 

Now, becauſe I would not ſpeak ſo un- 
ſoldier like, as not to take notice, that the 
greateſt Generals have never thought fit to 
venture into an Enemies Country,and leave 
the ftrong Towns behind them; I ſhall make 


it out, that the Caſe differs here extreme ſag 


lyz and that on this Score in particular, 
this is the only place by which the King- 
dom of Frence may be entred without a 


Siege. 

The Reaſon why it is unſafe to leave 
ftrong Towns in our Rear upon any ſuch 
Expedition, is, becuuſe the numerous Gar- 
riſons of ſuch Towns lie always ready to 
intercept the Convoys, and cut off the Pro- 
vifions for the Army, and in caſe of Diſaſter 
make a Retreat difficult. — But all this is 
anſwer'd here; for as ſoon as ever the Duke 
ſhall enter Picardy,he has nothing to do but 
to take Calais or Bologne, and the Engliſh 
Navy is at band to ſupply him with all 
manner of Stores, Proviſions, Train of At- 
tilery, Ce. and to land 10 or 12co0 Men, 
which lye now ready in Englend to embark 
and joyn him. 

Could 1 ſuppoſe ſuch a thing as this at- 
tempted, and the Duke once entred Picar- 
dy at the Head of an Engliſh Army, what 
might we not expect! If the French drew 
down out of Flanders to face him in France, 
Monſieur Overtirk would be at their Heels 
to joyn him, with what Force he wanted. 

And what would a French Army do in 
Ficardy? there are no ſtrong Towns to de- 
fend, and fighting in the Field will not do 
their Buſineſs ; that is plain, and their own 
Experience will acknowledge it. 


This would certainly be touching the 
French in a moſt ſenſible part, and the Con- 
ſequences of it would immediately be felt 
both in Italy, on the bine, and to the utmoſt 
Extent of the French Conqueſts, from 
whonce they muſt immediately recall ſuch 
Numbers of theic Men, as to put them 
upon the Defenſive on all ſides, where 
they now preſs their Enemies with uoequal 
Forces. 

It has been very well worth Obſervation, 
with what Dexterity the King of France 
has on all occaſions ſecur'd his own King- 
dom; that in all this and the laſt War, 
the Confederates have never been · able to 
ſet a Foot in it, except a ſmall puih about 
Ambrur, which the Duke of Sevoy made in 
or about the year 1596, and which he af- 
Parr bs paid dear for at the Battle of Mar- 
ids 

But generally ſpeaking, the French have 
always made War, at the Coft and on the 
Lands of their Enemies, and *tis a great 
Thought, but to reflett, how much muſt 
you win back before he looſes all, he has 
got above bis own. 

I hope we are ina fair way to clear his 
Hands of the Spaniſh Monarchy 3 but, 1 
muſt tell you, that unleſs Prince Eugene is 
ſpeedily reiaforc'd, France is able to ſtand on 
the Defenfive in Italy, and yet detach 30000 
Men from thence to the Upper-Rbine,to make 
good the large Detachments with Monſieur, 
the Mareſchal de Vilers muſt make for the 
Netherlands. 

On the Mine, he has a vaft Tract of 
Land and invincible Fortreſſes to defend, 
he has all Alſace and the Country between 
the Wine and the Moſel/c, all the ſtrong 
Places upon the Saar, and the Moſell, all 
Lorrain,and the Country beyond the Meuſe ; 
theſe he has to fight for, and to Jooſe Inch 
by Inch, before you ſet a Foot in France. 

in Flanders, on the fide cf the Sambre, 


and the Meuſe, he is barricaded with ſtrong 
Garriſons, too many to talk of entring that 
way ; I fee no way to enter France like 
this above-menticn'd, — for here all the 
Garrifons behind them ate of no Cunſe- 
quence ; the Sea is their Supply; the Ships 

are 


are Ret Bona — all — 
is their Magazine. e dave 2a open 

pl-atifyl Country before them, and may 
excend themſelves, whether they pleaſe, 
to the inexpreſſible Terror of the Tnemy. 
and the Deftruftion of his Subs 3 who 
in that pert have nothing to ren them 
from 1 no Retreat, no 


Place of Strength ca of making any 
Reſiſtance, or of ſecuring their red 


I know tis obj againſt ſuch a Pro;ett 
as this, that tis ill truſting an Army of 
brave honeſt Fellows in an ies Coun- 
try without incs, that che Varieties 
and Uacertainties of a Sea Supply, were 
we never ſo certain and ſaſe as to the Ene- 
mies, are fuch as to Wind and Weather, 
that it is not to be undertaken on that 
Score; but methinks the Uacertainty here 
is not ſo great, where the Diſtance is ſo 
ſmall, that irom Dover to Bologn cannot be 
above 4 Hovrs Sail. | 

I cannot therefore ſee any Danger in the 
Duke of Mw lborough's venturing to du thus, 
it is what King Wilies never bad an Op- 
portunity to do, viz. to enter Fraxce, and 
leave all the ftrong Towns on their Fron- 
tiers behind them ; and | cannot but con- 
ceive, that it is the only way to touch the 
King of France in a moſt ſenſible Part. 

At leaſt, this would have two Sorts of 
Effects. It would remove the Seat of Wat 
from a Cuuntry embaraſſed with ſtrong and 
moſt invincible Fortteſſes, and an incredi- 
ble Number of them too, to an open C ham- 
pion and fruitful Country, in which they 
ſhould find all open and free. 

2. This ſhall alter the way of fighting, 
and making War now will be no longer by 
ſculking in Holes and Corners, entrenchiag 
— and working bard under the 
Cannon of ſtrong Towns; but muſt now be 
carried on by meer Blows, fair duwn right 
fizhting, and a War like that of the antient 
Engliſh and French, viz. in the open Field. 
t is plain, that at this manner of fight- 
ing, the French are not a Match for the 


Confederates, no not on any fide, We ne- 
ver find, whether Germany, Maly, Flandert, 
or any where eiſe z but the French gene- 
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rally, if not univerſally bus coming to a 
Battde 5 if their Baemies are but equal in 
Number, or but near equal; and tis as 
Erident, that the Confederates on ſuch oc- 
cahions generally ſockBattle,ThisI think is a 
— crete Signal, chat the French 
themſelves are conſcious of the 3u ity 
of the Confederates with Re to the 
Goodneſs of their Troops; and that upon 
the Square, they are not a Match for us, 
and this is a double Motive to the Confe- 
derates, if poſſible to bring them to a Ne- 
ceffity of fighting without the Aſſiſtance of 
Entreachments,Defiles, Rivers, and the Re- 
fuges of ftrong Towns, Cc. to make good 
their Re tceat. 

Coula this be brought to this War 
would ſoon be brought to a happy Conclu- 
fiong I mean ſuch a Concluſion, as all honeſt 
Men wiſh for, viz. A PEACE of which I 
ſhall ay more in the next Papers. 

] cannot however bat A ar here, 
how every Days News ftill prompts us to 
think this Prox& more and more ble. 
The French ſeem every day more than other 
to be opening the Door to this Attemp”. 
We are now inform'd, they bave quitted 
Ghent, and — 1 all Men will allow, 
muſt fall of Courſe z being no way able to 
ſind the Confederates 3 and being aban- 
don'd of the French, who as the laſt Ad- 
vices — — are — — Court - 
ray, and ta repairing their old Lines, 
and _— — behind them ; fo 
that the ſmall Places of Depaſe, Dinymuid, 
Furnes, and Winoxberg, muſt open their 
Gates, and ſubmit, and nothing can inter- 
rupt the March of an Army into France. 

1 know ſome People, who, on all Occa- 
fions are ſupporting the Wiſdom and Po- 
licy of France, repreſent them ſtill as in- 
vulnerable on this or any other fide, and 
very much ſlight all Diſcourſes of this kind, 
charge us with Tgnorance of the French 
Strength, and of the Conduct of their 
Affairs. 

They tell us, and no doubt tis true, that 
the preſent Weakneſs of France, if it may be 


®*::1'd ſo, confifts in the Extent of theic Coa- 


quegs; that whenever be pleaſes tu contract 
dim- 


